
Programme for the day

9.15 Registration

9.30
Harper Collins - Children’s reading for pleasure: the trends,

the challenges, the solutions 
Alison David

10.00
 'BookTrust: Supporting Reading Enjoyment' -        

Rachel Boden

10.30 Coffee

10.50 Warwickshire and Coventry School Library Services

11.30
Author Panel with Myles McLeod, Evgenia Golubeva,     

Polly Dhaliwal, Louie Stowell

12.15 Lunch

1.00 Authorfy - Mel Taylor - Bessent

1.15
Author Panel with Vashti Hardy, Jasbinder Bilan, 

Mel Taylor - Bessent

2.00 Tea

2.30 Guppy Books and Flying Eye: Resources for schools

3.00 POP UP Bookshop and Signing/Networking

FRIDAY 
16 JANUARY 2026



BookTrust’s Lead Children’s Books Promotion and
Content Editor
Session - 'BookTrust: Supporting Reading Enjoyment’

Rachel Boden was a children’s books editor for 23 years before
becoming BookTrust’s Lead Children’s Books Promotion and Content
Editor. She has worked with many authors and illustrators across many
formats and genres, and loves recommending books that will get
children reading

Consumer Insight Director, Farshore and Harper
Collins Children’s Books 
Session - Children’s reading for pleasure: the trends, the
challenges, the solutions. 
The decline in children choosing to read in their spare time is well
documented. Extensive research in the home and school setting
shines a bright light on why children are reading less frequently.
Research has also shown that the situation can be turned around:
interventions in the school setting have successfully changed
children’s minds about reading and have motivated them to read
independently. 

Alison David has worked with research as a creator, analyst and
end-user. She is Consumer Insight Director at market-leading
children’s imprints ‘HarperCollins Children’s Books’ and ‘Farshore’
and since 2012 she has been researching what it takes to inspire
children to read. Her ground-breaking studies include Print
Matters, Print Matters More, The Reading Magic Project, Stories
and Choices, The Lockdown Reading Club, Dads Reading,
Storytime in School and Social Reading Spaces. She is the author
of Help Your Child Love Reading, which draws on both her
research and her experience as a mother.

Alison David

Rachel Boden

Speakers



Myles McLeod has written over ninety commissioned scripts for TV and
his writing credits include: series writer for Becca’s Bunch (Jam Media),
Hey Duggee (StudioAKA), Clangers (Smallfilms), Octonauts (Chorion)
and Best Bugs Forever (Disney). Myles also develops and produces
original concepts for The Brothers McLeod, including the brilliant Knight
Sir Louis book series for Guppy. Myles is a children’s poet published in
Caterpillar magazine and by the Emma Press.

Evgenia Golubeva is an award-winning animation director and
screenwriter and her clients include Disney, Nick Jr, Simon & Schuster
and Studio AKA. Evgenia also develops her own IP for children’s TV
and books. Her picture book I’m Not a Mouse was published in 2020 by
Child’s Play International and was nominated in 2022 for the Laugh
Out Loud (the Lollies) award for the funniest children’s book. Evgenia
has lived in many countries and worked across different cultures which
helps her create stories that can be understood all over the globe. She
is fascinated by folklore, pine cones and ghosts.

Session 1  - SEND offer of free taster boxes to specialist and
mainstream schools with a Specialist Resource Provisions.
Resources curated to foster a love of stories and storytelling. 

Session 2 - What Warwickshire SLS offer to schools - curriculum
loans, reading for pleasure loans and subscriptions, library
support work, book awards, reading celebrations, network
meetings etc.

Warwickshire Schools Library Service 

Author Panel - Morning

Myles McLeod 

 Evgenia Golubeva 

Angela  Edwards

Session 1 - Curriculum and reading for pleasure: Linking
inclusive fiction to topics so that it is accessible and engaging
to everyone. 

Session 2  - Beyond loans: We offer so much more than you
think! A quick guide to how SLS can support reading for
pleasure in a myriad of ways to suit every budget and setting. 

 

Isobel Powell Coventry Schools Library Service 



Author Panel - Afternoon
Vashti Hardy Vashti Hardy is a writer of children's books spending her time

between Lancashire and Sussex. She was a primary school teacher
for several years, and has a special interest in children’s writing,
especially free-writing and the use of journals and creating fantasy
worlds. She has a first-class honours teaching degree with English
specialism and an MA in Creative Writing from the University of
Chichester.
Now a successful children’s author, Vashti's breathtaking middle
grade fantasies are published across the world in several languages.
Wildspark won the Blue Peter Book Award ‘Best Story’ in 2020 and
the FCBG Children’s Book Awards and Brightstorm was shortlisted for
the Waterstones Children’s Book Prize, Books are My Bag Awards,
among others.  Brightstorm was also selected for Independent
Booksellers Book of the Season and both Brightstorm and WIldspark
were selected as Primary School Book Club Reads.

Polly Dhaliwal Founder of Girls in Movement, Polly leads with heart, clarity, and a
deep commitment to change. Inspired by her grandmother’s untold
story, she built a movement to give girls the tools, voice, and space
to lead.
Through years of mentoring, community building, and advocacy, Polly
has supported thousands of girls and small businesses across the
world. Her mission is simple – to make sure no girl’s potential goes
unseen.

I write books about magic, gods and monsters (mostly).
I wouldn’t rule out writing about spaceships or murders or spies, either.
The only books I promise not to write are ones about people sitting
around talking about their feelings.
A few of my favourite books as a child were Lord of the Rings, Just
William, a space epic called Halo Jones and a book about a
vegetarian vampire called Vlad the Drac. I love comics of all kinds and
fact books about space and the environment.
I used to write fact books, but honestly it’s a lot of work, so I’ve just let
the truth slide and I make things up now. You get complaint letters if
you say Jupiter has the wrong number of moons in a fact book, which
really isn’t fair, because they keep discovering new moons, the cheats.
I live in London with my wife and a creepy puppet who has no name.

Louie Stowell



Mel is the bestselling author of The Christmas Carrolls, Race to
Imagination Island and Riley Wright is Always Wrong (publishing in
May 2026). After graduating with a Creative Writing degree, Mel set
up Little Star Writing - after school creative writing clubs, which
taught thousands of children aged 6-16 and won several awards. She
is also the founder of Authorfy – one of the UK's most-used literacy
platforms that brings children closer to their favourite authors, she
hosts the 'Write for Fun' YouTube channel, and she was shortlisted for
the Ruth Rendell award in 2025 for her influence on children’s
literacy. 

Mel Taylor Bessent

Jasbinder Bilan won The Times Chickenhouse Fiction Prize for her
debut Asha And The Spirit Bird in 2017.Jasbinder studied for an MA in
Creative Writing at Bath Spa University, which is where she began
writing her magical adventure Asha And The Spirit Bird.She was born
in India close to the Himalayas on the family farm.Those nights that
gave her a love for the magic of stories. 

When she was one and a half her family moved from India to
Nottingham. But India was kept alive by continuing to talk about the
farm and all the funny things that happened there during big family
feasts.As a young girl, Jasbinder always loved writing. In fact she can’t
remember a time when she didn’t invent stories, but she never
imagined that one day she’d write a story that would win a major prize
and be published.Jasbinder loves visiting schools and doing festivals.

Jasbinder Bilan



Guppy Books is an independent children’s fiction publisher based in
Oxford, UK. Set up in 2019 by publisher Bella Pearson, Guppy
publishes an eclectic, diverse and entertaining list of books for
children from the age of five to eighteen. Since its first publication
in September 2019, we have been shortlisted for all the major
children’s book prizes including the Carnegie Medal, the Costa
Children’s Book Award, the Young Adult Book Prize and the
Waterstones Children’s Book Prize. In 2023, The Cats We Meet
Along the Way by Nadia Mikail won the Waterstones Overall
Children’s Book of the Year.

We’ve collated all the Guppy School resources and activities for our
books to help teachers, educators and parents engage their little
(and big) ones. Our teaching resource packs have been developed
by expert teachers or educational consultants and are designed to
support the teaching and learning of English and the wider
curriculum. Our Book Club Cards have been created to help
educators and librarians introduce our stories to pupils. We also
have a selection of fun games and activities for children to enjoy
and videos from the authors, including readings, interviews and
writing masterclasses.
The Scribble Society is Guppy School’s creative writing club
inspired by the Bigg School series by Lisa Williamson.

Guppy Books
Bella Pearson

Flying Eye Books
Hannah Kettle 

Flying Eye Books is an award-winning children’s publisher based in
East London, UK. Established in early 2013, Flying Eye Books was
originally the children’s imprint of Nobrow before it grew to became
an independent list, separate from Nobrow. Flying Eye Books
focuses on attention to detail in design and excellence in
illustrated content, with a focus on the craft of children’s
storytelling and non-fiction. Since 2013, an array of stunning and
innovative titles has populated the list, including the award-winning
Hildafolk series by Luke Pearson and the highly acclaimed Professor
Astro Cat’s Frontiers of Space from Ben Newman and Dr. Dominic
Walliman. We have published exquisite picture books and
enchanting illustrated biographies from breakaway talents like
Emily Hughes (Wild), Joe Todd-Stanton (The Secret of Black Rock,
winner of the Illustrated Book Category for the Waterstones
Children’s Book Prize 2018. 

Publishers

https://guppybooks.co.uk/book-cards/
https://guppybooks.co.uk/scribblesociety/


Hosts

Charlotte Vaughan Manager - Kenilworth Books

Charlotte has been working in the bookshop since 2019 and
now manages the running of the shop. In 2020 Charlotte
graduated with a Masters Degree in Victorian Literature at the
University of Leicester after completing her undergraduate
degree in English with a First from the University of
Northampton. Although Charlotte’s love for books was first
founded with the classics such as Wuthering Heights and Jane
Eyre, she now reads a wide variety of contemporary fiction and
loves recommending her favourite recent reads to customers.
With the help of Judy, Charlotte began the Kenilworth Books
Book Club in lockdown, discussing the book club choice online
each month. The book club has blossomed and Charlotte has
chaired many authors including Marianne Cronin, Ian Moore,
Caroline Lee, Joanne Burn and Elizabeth Lee in the shop and
online.

Deborah Texeira Children’s Bookseller and Schools  Event Coordinator
Kenilworth Books

Deborah joined Kenilworth Books in 2023 She has been a primary
teacher for 21 years in both State and Independent Schools in
Richmond and Acton in London, Nottingham, Birmingham,
Kenilworth, and Rugby. She was the Assistant Headteacher for
Early Years in two schools where she has also had responsibility
for Reading for Pleasure throughout the school. This is where her
love of children’s literature has grown. In her last school, she
organised many author and illustrator visits for the pupils and
staff. These included Kate Greenaway Medal winner Jackie Morris
and former Children’s Laureates Cressida Cowell and Chris
Riddell. Deborah also has first-hand experience of transforming a
school library from a disused, unloved space to the beating heart
of the school.
Deborah is the Vice-Chair of the Waterstones Children’s Laureate
Steering Group. In this role Deborah elects the new incoming
Laureates and helps to guide them through their term in office.
Deborah has also given CPD lectures to teachers about Reading
for Pleasure and currently also is part of the Booksellers
Assocation Children’s Booksellers Executive Commitee. 



Emma Ritson National Literacy Trust West Midlands Project Officer:
The National Year of Reading 2026.

How the Year of Reading works and how you can sign up your
school, community setting, organisation or as an individual
volunteer to join the National Year of Reading project to access
resources, ideas and events.

Narnia Libraries is managed by Alison Watley (nee Miller) an
experienced professional with a background in primary teaching
and librarianship.
Narnia Libraries operates both locally in Coventry and nationally
around the UK. Narnia Libraries offers library services including
sorting, cataloguing, labelling and levelling books for schools.
We supply books for schools to purchase, tailored to meet their
curriculum requirements. 

Narnia Libraries

Exhibitors

12 Talisman Square
Kenilworth CV8 1JB

01926 855 784

info@kenilworthbooks.co.uk

www.kenilworthbooks.co.uk

   


